
MULTI TRACK LITIGATION

1. What is "Multi Track"?

This is a method of litigation for cases which involve over £15,000, are complex or are widely
important.

The court will control the pace and progress of the case to trial.

On allocating a case to this track the court will make orders (called "directions") to get the matter ready
for trial.  This can be done without a hearing. A timetable will be set, possibly including fixing the date
or period of trial.

2. The procedure

. The steps likely to be dealt with by court directions also include:-

• Whether, and if so when, there is to be a case management conference.

• Whether, on what basis and when, each party is disclose documents to the other. *

• The exchange of witness statements.

• Whether there is any need for expert evidence, and if so how that is to be made available to the
court.

3. Case management conference

This is a review (by the parties and the court) of the progress to date, the further steps to be taken, the
costs incurred by each party to date and the likely further costs each will incur in the case.  The parties
and the lawyers running the case must attend.  The court will also try to dispose of some issues, and
reduce others.

4. Timetable

The date for trial, once fixed, is virtually unchangeable.

The parties will probably be asked to complete "listing questionnaires."  These are to give the court
information to enable it to confirm or fix the trial date.  Failure to return the questionnaire, duly
completed, within the time allowed can be disastrous.

A timetable to be followed at the trial can be set beforehand or at the trial itself.  At trial, the court
controls the evidence.  It can order witness statements to be treated as if the witness had given that
evidence and can prevent the witness giving more evidence except on cross-examination or re-
examination etc.

5. Directions

If either party fails to comply with a direction, the other can ask the court to make a new order, with a
penalty in it for disobeying it.  The court can do so without hearing either party.



6. Costs

The decision about the amount of costs payable by the loser to the winner is likely to be dealt with at a
later date. *

*  See separate fact sheet on this subject.

NB The above notes are intended as general guidance only.  Do not act on them alone. For more detailed
advice on how these matters affect you please contact the person dealing with your case.

This fact sheet should be read in conjunction with our fact sheets on the General Framework, Costs,
Offers to Settle, Alternative Dispute Resolution, Statements of Truth and Disclosure.


